and the SoSyM Journal-first arrangement). The first issue of this new year's volume summarizes the status of SoSyM in terms of recent statistics and milestone events over the past year.
2016 summary statistics
The submission and publication statistics for 2016 suggest an increased interest in SoSyM as a venue for authors in the modeling community.
Submission summary: There was a significant increase in the number of submissions in 2016 compared to 2015. The 293 submissions in 2016 (compared to 198 in 2015) were made to the following categories: 190 Regular Papers, 35 Special Section Papers, 64 Theme Section Papers, and 4 Overview Papers. Corresponding to the increase in submissions, there was also an increase in the number of desk rejections, often due to a submission being out of scope, lacking depth, or missing an evaluation of the described work (suggestions for preparing a successful SoSyM submission are available in the Volume 15.4 Editorial, http:// dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10270-016-0558-5, archived at http:// www.sosym.org/editorials/). The acceptance rate for 2016 was 23. 9% (21.8% in 2015) , with an average time to final decision at 127 days (145 days in 2015) .
Impact and publication summary: The Impact Factor continued to fluctuate between consecutive years. The drop to 0.990 in the most recent calculation was down from 1.408 from the previous year, yet the 5-year Impact Factor of 1.497 suggests that SoSyM remains one of the top publication venues in Software Engineering, and the premier forum for the software and systems modeling community.
The number of paper downloads provided from the Springer SoSyM website represents the activity from the previous year (e.g., the 2016 year-end numbers are complete through 2015). The number of paper downloads reported for 2015 was slightly higher (42,346 downloads in 2015) than the previous report (41,357 downloads in 2014) . Compared to 2010 (20,267 downloads) and 2011 (24,048 downloads), readership interest continues to improve.
Across the four issues of 2016, SoSyM published 53 total papers. The number of pages that was budgeted by Springer per issue in 2016 remained the same as in the previous year, at 294 pages. However, the overall number of pages published in 2016 was slightly higher than the budget. A summary of the publication statistics from 2016 and the past 15 years is provided in the following 
Reviewers in 2016
At the core of journal publishing is the deep effort provided by a community of reviewers. The quality of the literature available to the modeling community though SoSyM depends on the hard work of its reviewers. We appreciate the help from all of those who contributed a review in 2016! Below is a list of those who reviewed one or more papers for SoSyM in the last year. The complete list of reviewers can also be found
